
NORTH WEST LEICESTERSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL

ANNUAL COUNCIL – TUESDAY, 21 MAY 2019

Title of report REVIEW OF LOCAL PLAN COMMITTEE

Contacts

Strategic Director of Place
01530 454555
james.arnold@nwleicestershire.gov.uk

Head of Planning & Infrastructure
01530 454782
chris.elston@nwleicestershire.gov.uk 

Planning Policy Team Manager 
01530 454677
ian.nelson@nwleicestershire.gov.uk

Purpose of report To review the performance of the Local Plan Committee

Council Priorities Business and Jobs 
Homes and Communities 

Implications:

Financial/Staff None 

Risk Management

The decision to establish the Local Plan Committee and to delegate 
decisions to it reflects the recommendations of the Planning Peer 
Challenge panel. In agreeing to the establishment of the Local Plan 
Committee, Council recognised that a review of its operation was 
necessary to minimise the risk that it was not working as intended. 

Equalities Impact Screening Not applicable

Human Rights None identified 

Transformational 
Government Not applicable

Comments of Head of Paid 
Service The report is Satisfactory

Comments of Section 151 
Officer The report is Satisfactory
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Comments of Monitoring 
Officer The report is Satisfactory

Consultees None

Background papers

Planning Peer Challenge Feedback Report which can be viewed at 
https://minutes-
1.nwleics.gov.uk/documents/s15599/Appendix%201%20-
%20Peer%20Challenge%20Feedback%20Report.pdf

Report to Council of 20 March 2018 which can be viewed at 
Agenda for Council on Tuesday, 20th March, 2018, 6.30 pm - North 
West Leicestershire District Council

Report to Council of 15 May 2019 which can be viewed at 
Agenda for Council on Tuesday, 15th May, 2018, 6.30 pm - North 
West Leicestershire District Council

Recommendations

THAT COUNCIL:
(i) NOTES THE PERFORMANCE OF THE LOCAL PLAN 

COMMITTEE TO DATE; AND
(ii) THAT NO CHANGES ARE CURRENTLY REQUIRED TO THE 

CONSTITUTION IN RESPECT OF THOSE MATTERS 
DELEGATED TO THE LOCAL PLAN COMMITTEE

1.0 BACKGROUND

1.1 At its meetings on 20 March 2018 and 15 May 2018 Council agreed to make a number of 
changes in respect of the Planning Service following a Planning Peer Challenge in February 
2018. 

1.2 Amongst the changes agreed by Council was the establishment of a Local Plan Committee 
(LPC) to replace the previous Local Plan Advisory Committee. A key element in this change 
was the delegation from Council to the LPC to decide on specific matters in place of full 
Council itself. This included decisions to approve the Local Plan for consultation and 
submission for Examination, but not the actual adoption of the Local Plan as this is reserved 
for full Council after the Examination and receipt of the Inspector’s report.

1.3 The report to the 15 May 2018 meeting of Council noted that the operation and efficacy of 
the LPC would be the subject of a report back to Council after 12 months. This report fulfils 
this obligation. 

2.0 THE LOCAL PLAN COMMTTEE 

2.1 The LPC has met on four occasions since it was established; 20 June 2018, 12 September 
2018, 7 November 2018 and 27 February 2019.

2.2 The Committee has considered a wide range of reports and issues including:
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 Approving consultation on matters such as listing of local heritage assets, a revised 
Statement of Community Involvement and the emerging Local plan review;

 Various reports relating to specific issues associated with the Local plan review, 
including possible approaches to Self and custom Building, Local Green Spaces and 
revisions to the Settlement Hierarchy;

 Updates on national policies, including the National Planning Policy Framework;
 The Strategic Growth Plan;
 Commenting on the proposed Ellistown and Battleflat Neighbourhood Plan and
 Adopting the Ashby de la Zouch and Coalville cycling strategies as Supplementary 

Planning Documents.

2.3 The key task of the LPC is to oversee the preparation of the Local Plan review. As noted 
above it has received a number of reports on various aspects of the review and has 
supported a number of consultations to date. The Committee has been supportive of 
officers and provided guidance, not just in respect of policy matters but also in terms of 
procedural matters based on member’s experience, such as the appropriate ways to seek 
engagement from local communities.

2.4 The Committee has not raised any issues regarding the extent of the powers delegated to it 
and Members have been willing to make decision as requested. Therefore, it is considered 
that no changes to the current scheme of delegation are required. 

2.5 Notwithstanding the above, as already noted, the LPC is not responsible for adoption of the 
Local Plan. This is a matter for full Council. It will be important that members of the LPC 
take the necessary soundings of all members before agreeing to the submission of the 
Local Plan for Examination in order to avoid the potential for Council not being willing to 
adopt the Local Plan due to a disagreement over policy direction.  

2.6 Overall it is considered that the Committee is working very well. It has carried out its 
business in a positive and constructive manner. Members have been prepared to offer 
views and ask appropriate questions of officers, whether to seek clarification or suggest 
how the Local Plan, for example, might address certain issues. This has been done in a 
non-partisan political manner, albeit that members recognise that there will be different 
’political’ views.  


